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What is Cerebral Palsy (CP)?

CP is the most common physical disability in
childhood. It is caused by damage to the
developing brain, which affects body
movement.

There is no cure, but early detection and
support makes a significant difference to
management of the condition and quality of
life.

Why Early Detection Matters:

The first 1,000 days of a child’s life are very
important. Although CP can be detected as
early as 3 months of age, many children in WA
— especially those living in regional and
remote areas — aren’t diagnosed until later.
Late diagnosis may mean children miss out on
important early therapy and support.

Early CP detection and support can make a
lifelong difference with better outcomes for
children and less stress for families.
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Current Call:

Our Vision:

Led by Kids Rehab WA, CONNECT-CP aims to
diagnose CP earlier and ensure all children in
WA have access to early assessment and
support.

CONNECT-CP will connect services,
strengthen local support, and give clinicians
the right tools to provide timely care for
children and families.

We’re building a statewide
clinical & research network to provide:
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Help us advance early detection & better outcomes in CP.
Please click here to join the CONNECT-CP Consumer Reference Group



https://datalibrary-rc.health.wa.gov.au/surveys/?s=P4EE3CLXRT8A9WCD

Meet the CONNECT-CP Project Team

Professor Jane Valentine Sue-Anne Davidson Professor Catherine Elliott

Chief Investigator Project Director Chief Investigator
Paediatric Rehabilitation Consultant, Manager, Kids Rehab WA CEO, Rural Health West
Kids Rehab WA Professor, Curtin University

Associate Professor Alison Salt Clinical Associate Professor Mary Sharp Dr Nofar Ben Itzhak
Senior Consultant Paediatrician, Consultant Neonatologist, KEMH Senior Research Fellow,
Kids Rehab WA Neonatology Medical Co-Director, CAHS The Kids Research Institute

Kathryn Malley Natasha Amery Alishum Ali
Project Manager, Education & Training Coordinator, Consumer Representative
The Kids Research Institute CAHS

Full team: Dr Tiffany Grisbrook; Dr Caroline Alexander; A/Prof Sian Williams; Dr Sarah Hall, Dr Simon
Garbellini; Dr Ashleigh Thornton; Dr Anna Gubbay; Prof Courtenay Harris; A/Prof Roslyn Ward; Slade
Sibosado; Dr Anna Robson; Suzanne Spitz; Dr Andrew Savery; Dr Lynda Weir; Dr Dayna Pool; Rohan
Leonard; Prof Alicia Spittle; Richard Bonney.

“ConnectCP

.. Early detection, better outcomes
Enquiries: ConnectCP@health.wa.gov.au
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